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From Warriors to Tour Guides 

In the wake of conflict, demobilizing combatants is as critical as ending

the fighting if there is hope for the peace to last. When conflict ends,

former fighters usually find themselves unemployed. But tourism is

proving a viable way to deal with the social and political dangers of

neglecting former fighters post-conflict.  

Global tourism accounts for more than 10 per cent of global GDP and

eight per cent of total employment worldwide. It grew by six per cent

in 2007, according to the UN World Tourism Organisation. The Asia

Pacific region grew by 10 per cent, and Africa by eight per cent.  

Ironically, much conflict has taken place in areas of natural beauty that

offer a strong pull to tourists. While perception judging from the media

is that conflict is getting worse, in fact trends show the opposite:

according to Global Conflict Trends, “The levels of both interstate and

societal warfare declined dramatically through the 1990s and this

trend continues in the early 2000s, falling over 60% from their peak

levels.”  

A lot is at stake and it proves it is worthwhile to make peace pay – an

that it is possible.  

Battle-hardened rebels like 28-year-old Marjuni Ibrahim lived in th

jung le  and  fought  as  guer r i l l as  in  Aceh,  Indones ia .  On the

northwestern tip of Indonesia, Aceh was devastated by both a 30-yea

war that killed 15,000 people and the 2004 tsunami. Marjuni lost his

sister and parents in the tsunami, in which more than 170,000 died or

are missing.  

Much of the coastline was destroyed, but the shock of the catastrophe

pushed both s ides into peace talks. The separat ist Free Aceh

Movement (GAM) battled the Indonesian army (TNI) up to 2005, when

they signed a peace agreement.  

Marjuni is now cashing in on a guerilla’s best survival technique: being

tough. He now takes adventure and extreme-hiking enthusiasts deep

into the jungle, where they once fought and lived. It is a habitat of

steep, rocky trails, enormous teak trees – all with the reward of

pristine waterfalls and refreshing rock pools for the hardy travelers.  

The tours target mainly the community of aid workers in the area

helping to re-build Aceh, but the hope is to expand: “I want to make

the Acehnese aware of the potential for community-based tourism, an

put Aceh on the map as a friendly tourism destination”,  said Mendal

Pols, a Dutch tour operator and founder of Aceh Explorer on the island,

to Reuters.  

The jungle is home to endangered Sumatran tigers, deer and hornbills.

“The area is very beautiful. I like trekking and I was interested to see

what life was like during the conflict,”  said Hugo Lamer, a Dutc

trekker. “It’s difficult to imagine but three or more years ago they wer

running around here with guns and fighting the TNI. When I went,

they took us to a place where they had lost some of their friends. And

then you realize that we are there for fun, but for them this was really

serious.”  

In Vietnam, the famous Cu Chi Tunnels, formerly used by the Vietcong

during the Vietnam War, have become major tourist attractions. The

vast network of underground tunnels in Ho Chi Minh City link up with a
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tunnel network stretching across the country, and were used as hiding

spots and as supply routes, hospitals, food and weapon dumps and

living quarters.  

In Rwanda, the government turned to tourism to help heal the wounds

of the massacre that led to the deaths of almost 1 million people in

1994. It markets its population of mountain gorillas, diverse landscape

with volcanic ranges, hills, lakes and savannah. But it is also not

covering up the past: genocide sites are also on the tourist itinerary.

And it is meant to shock: in the town of Murambi, classrooms stil

contain the bodies of the people who were killed there, covered in lime

to preserve them. In Kigali, a museum documents the genocide.

Survivors lead the tours to help them heal from the horror.  

The goal is to restore the country’s tourism industry and generate US

$100 million a year by 2010. It is currently bringing in US $45 million.

The approach is to target the ethical end of the tourism market. The

idea is to use tourism as a means to avert the tensions that helped to

cause the genocide in the f i rst  p lace: poverty,  i l l i teracy and

government hoarding all the wealth. The idea is to employ as many

people as possible and spread the wealth as wide as possible.  

LINKS:  

n The UN Environment Programme has a special division to advise on 

post-conflict and disaster management.  

Website: http://postconflict.unep.ch/   

 

Carbon Markets Need to Help the Poor 

The global carbon credit trading schemes emanating from the Kyoto Protocol have created a multi-billion

dollar market – the global carbon market was worth US $30 billion in 2007 (World Bank) – and represents

one of the fastest growing business opportunities in the world. The bulk of this trading is with the

European Union’s emissions trading scheme, some US $25 billion. But the big problem to date has been

most of this investment is enriching stock brokers, and not the poor.  

And this is a huge opportunity missed, as some point out: "These numbers are relevant because they

demonstrate that the carbon market has become a valuable catalyst for leveraging substantial financial

flows for clean energy in developing countries," according to Warren Evans, the World Bank's director of

environment.  

And the way to do this is through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) – where wealthy countries can

meet their greenhouse gas targets by investing in clean energy projects in the South. But so far, it has

been criticised for spending 4.6 billion Euros on projects that would have cost just 100 million Euros if

implemented by development agencies.  

But if done right, the CDM could become directly beneficial to the so-called Bottom of the Pyramid (BOP) –

the four billion who live on less than US $2 a day. The CDM allows developed countries to offset their

greenhouse gas emissions by paying projects targeting the poor to develop clean energy, or to create

what are called carbon sinks (planting trees for example), to cut global emissions.  

One mechanism to make all of this work is the CDM Bazaar: officially launched in September 2007, it is

about linking together buyers and sellers. This is a place where people with business ideas or projects can

go for start-up funding. It is also a place to share information, contacts and learn about how to tap the

market.  

And two Southern innovators are showing what can be achieved by tapping the power of the sun to help

the poor.  

One such initiative in India, owned by Mr. Deepak Gadhia and Dr Mrs. Shirin Gadhia, is targeting the 63 per

cent of the BOP market that is with rural populations. All of these people need affordable and clean energy

if their lives are to improve: most currently use firewood and kerosene for cooking and heating. The

company Gadhia Solar is building and selling solar steam cook stoves in rural villages. The giant solar

dishes which resemble satellite TV dishes, can fry and roast using the sun and come in Do-it-Yourself kits.

The enormous silver dishes beam concentrated sunlight on to a black plate on the oven, reaching

temperatures of over 450 Celsius.  

In Morocco, the company Tenesol, an electric supply co-operative society, is using solar power to bring

electricity to 60,000 poor households in 29 provinces. And it is making Morocco a world leader in the use of
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solar for rural electricity.  

Each house is equipped with a solar home system comprising a solar panel, battery and controller. It is

powerful enough to light four to eight lamps, and support a television, radio or mobile phone charger.  

Customers pay a connection fee of US $80, and then a monthly service fee of between US $7.50 and US

$17.50. The fee competes well with what rural households were spending on candles and batteries.  

The initial outlay for equipment is mostly paid for by investors, with the hope that the money will be made

back on the service fees.  

Tenesol hopes to bring electricity to 101,500 households, and also wire them up and provide light bulbs.  

LINKS: 

n More on emissions trading: Click here  

n UNDP has produced a free users guide introduction to the Clean Development Mechanism.  

Website: http://www.undp.org/  

n South South North has also produced a Practitioners’ Practical Toolkit.  

Website: http://www.cdmguide.com/   

 

 

Nollywood: Booming Nigerian Film Industry 

The digital revolution in filmmaking over the last decade has given birth to an African success story:

Nollywood - Nigeria’s answer to Hollywood, uses low-cost digital filmmaking and editing to tell local stories -

- in the process making money and creating thousands of jobs.  

This do-it-yourself (DIY), straight-to-DVD and video market has in just 13 years ballooned into a US $250

million-a-year industry employing thousands of people. In terms of the number of films produced each year,

Nollywood is now in third place behind India’s Bollywood and America’s Hollywood. Despite rampant

pirating of DVDs and poor copyright controls, directors, producers, actors, stars, vendors and technicians

are all making a living in this fast-growing industry.  

The power of creative industries to create jobs and wealth has been a focus of UNESCO, through its Global

Alliance for Cultural Diversity. UNESCO has been in the forefront in helping African countries re-shape their

policies to take cultural industries into consideration. The promotion of cultural industries also has been

incorporated into the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).  

What is particularly attractive about Nollywood to the poor in the South is its rough-and-ready approach to

filmmaking: combining low-cost digital cameras and film editing software on personal computers, with small

budgets and fast turn-around times. Films are made on location using local people. These factors make

getting into filmmaking accessible and within reach of more people.  

Nollywood grew out of frustration, necessity and crisis: in the late 1980s and early 1990s, Nigerian cities

became crime hotbeds. People were terrified to go out on the streets, and this led to the closing down of

many movie theatres. Desperate for entertainment at home – and unsatisfied with foreign imports from

India and the West – Nigerians turned to telling their own stories to stave off the boredom of staying in.  

The film credited with sparking off the industry is 1992's Living in Bondage – a huge financial hit credited

with raising the level of professionalism and production values in Nigerian cinema.  

Now, between 500 and 1,000 feature-length movies are made each year, selling well across the continent

of Africa. Average productions take 10 days and cost around US $15,000 (www.thisisnollywood.com).

Nollywood stars are famous throughout Africa - and Nigeria culturally dominates West Africa just as the US

does the world. It is estimated there are 300 producers and that 30 titles go to shops and market stalls

every week. On average, a film sells 50,000 copies: a hit will sell several hundred thousand. With each DVD

costing around US $2, it is affordable to most Nigerians and very profitable for the producers.  

“These are stories about Africa, not someone else’s,” well-known actor Joke Silva told the Christian Science

Monitor.  

Focused on Africa, the films' themes revolve around AIDS, corruption, women’s rights, the occult, crooked

cops and prostitution. They do so well because they speak directly to the lives of slum-dwellers and rural

villagers.  

“We are telling our own stories in our way, our Nigerian way, African way,” said director Bond Emeruwa. “I

cannot tell the white man’s story. I don’t know what his story is all about. He tells his story in his movies. I

want him to see my stories too.”  
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The big brands – Sony, Panasonic, JVC and Canon – all produce cameras capable of high-definition digital

filmmaking and these have become the staple tools of this filmmaking revolution.  

More and more, the films are capitalising on the large African diaspora around the world, on top of Africa’s

large internal market. And this is offering a step-up into the global marketplace for Nigerian directors and

producers.  

The Nollywood phenomemon has been documented in the documentary This is Nollywood, directed by

Franco Sacchi, a teacher from the Center of Digital Imaging Arts at Boston University.  

The prospects for the industry are only looking up: the Nigeria in the Movies project has been launched to

help grow the industry, establish standards, improve distribution and broaden its international appeal and

awareness. It also offers filmmaking grants for neophyte filmmakers.  

Of course, filmmaking can be a tricky business: authorities in largely Muslim northern Nigeria have imposed

32 restrictions on the local film industry -- nicknamed "Kannywood" after the city of Kano. A six-month ban

lost the industry US $29 million and put thousands out of work: a sign of the economic importance of this

DIY filmmaking business. The message is clear: filmmakers need to be sensitive to the cultural norms of the

communities in which they work.  

Kannywood, started in 1992, has 268 production companies and 40 editing studios, employing over 14,000

people.  

Adim Williams is one Nigerian director who is getting an international audience. He spends about US

$40,000 on films that take two weeks to shoot. He has already secured an American release of a comedy,

Joshua. Another director, Tunde Kelani, is regularly featured at international film festivals, where Nollywood

screenings are more common.  

And some, like young director Jeta Amata, believe Nollywood’s cheap, fast-production, DIY approach has a

lot to teach Hollywood, with its expensive filmmaking and ponderous production cycles.  

LINKS: 

n This is Nollywood: A documentary about Nigeria’s booming movie industry.  

Website: http://www.thisisnollywood.com 

There is also an inspiring trailer to the film here.  

Website: http://www.thisisnollywood.com  

n The global charity Camfed (dedicated to eradicating poverty in Africa through the education of girls and 

empowerment of women) has projects to teach women filmmaking skills.  

Website: http://uk.camfed.org  

n festival panafricain du cinéma et de la télévision de Ouagadougou 2009: Africa's biggest film festival.  

Website: http://www.fespaco.bf/   

n Naijarules: Billing itself as the “largest online community of lovers and critics of Nollywood”, an excellent 

way to connect with all the players in the business.  

Website: http://www.naijarules.com/vb/index.php   

n Nollywood Foundation: Based in the US, aims to bring Nigerian films and culture to an international 

audience and to promote new films and new media.  

Website: http://www.nollywoodfoundation.org/home.php   

 

 

 

Innovative Stoves to Help the Poor 

Half of the world’s population cook with a fuel-burning stove, and this figure rises to 80 per cent of

households in rural areas in developing countries. Typical fuels burned include wood, coal, crop leftovers

and animal dung. The indoor pollution from smoke and carbon monoxide is a top health hazard in the

developing world, ranking just behind dirty water, poor sanitation and malnutrition. The World Health

Organization (WHO) estimates that 1.6 million people die each year as a result of toxic indoor air.  

A landmark five-year study comparing Guatemalans cooking on open fires, to those using improved stoves,

has brought more evidence forward of the damage done by indoor air pollution: “It’s been shown that

children living in houses using open fires with solid fuels will have more pneumonia than children living in

houses that are using cleaner fuels,”  said Dr. Kirk R. Smith, an environmental health scientist at the

University of California, Berkeley.  

The research, combined with studies in Asia, suggests additional health problems from indoor air pollution,

including higher frequency of cataracts, partial blindness, tuberculosis, low birth weights and high blood

pressure. The researchers found that cleaner stoves had larger effects than reducing salt in the diet on

lowering blood pressure in women, with the results published last J u l y  i n  Environmental Health

Perspectives.  

http://www.thisisnollywood.com/
http://www.nigeriainthemovies.org/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1922660/
http://www.thisisnollywood.com/nollywood.htm
http://www.thisisnollywood.com/trailer.htm
http://uk.camfed.org/news/2008/02/05/doreen-bringing-progress-to-our-community-through-film/
http://www.fespaco.bf/
http://www.naijarules.com/vb/index.php
http://www.nollywoodfoundation.org/home.php
javascript:HaloScan('Mar08article3');
http://www.ehponline.org/


 

Window on the World 

But Southern innovators are finding practical ways to curb pollution from indoor cooking and the burning of

trash in slums.  

In Yunnan Province, China, entrepreneur Hao Zheng Yi’s Yunnan Zhenghong Environmental Protection Co.

has been selling clean-burning stoves to rural farmers. One fifth of rural China has no electricity (UN), and

80 per cent rural dwellers burn wood or straw in ovens for heating and cooking. This creates heavy indoor

air pollution, damaging health.  

The so-called Efficient Gasification Burning system combines traditional fuel and natural gas: a hybrid that

helps low-income households to affordably use the stove and not pollute their indoor air.  

The stoves are sold for a profit in Yunnan Province, and so far 50,000 have been sold. Because the ovens

are sold for a profit, Zhenghong had to consult extensively with the farmers in the design phase to make

sure the ovens meet their needs.  

The result has been that Zhenghong ovens run for five to eight years using the same amount of wood and

hay a conventional oven burns in one year.  

Another source of air pollution is burning trash in slums. The lack of formal trash removal services in slums

has two bad consequences: one is the pollution and poison from rotting rubbish leaching into the soil and

water table; the other is ad-hoc burning of the trash to get rid of it, which pollutes the air with a toxic, acrid

stench. In Nairobi’s Kibera slum - the second biggest in Africa - over 60 per cent of the city’s residents live

in the slum, and are bypassed by garbage collection services. Garbage is piled up along the muddy roads

and paths, or hangs in the trees.  

The Kenyan NGO Umande Trust, which specialises in water and sanitation projects, has developed a home-

grown method to burn trash and avoid having to turn to very expensive and complicated incinerators from

Europe. The sheer quantity of trash that needs to be burned in the slum means smaller solutions will not

be able to handle the problem.  

Its “community cooker” re-uses garbage from the community as fuel for a boiler and oven attached to it.

The heat generated by burning the rubbish provides hot water and cooking facilities - and also jobs for

unemployed youths who collect the rubbish and stock the incinerator. It was developed by a Kenyan

architect, and it is hoped the “community cooker” will be taken up across Africa.  

The community cooker’s inventor, Kenyan architect Jim Archer, took eight years to design and build it: “My

thinking was how do we get rid of the rubbish and …how can we induce people to pick it up. Then I

thought, well if we can convert it to heat on which people can cook…” he told Australia’s ABC News.  

Similar industrial scale trash incinerators can cost between US $50 million to US $280 million (World Bank) -

“…when applying waste incineration, the economic risk of project failure is high…”. The community cooker

on the other hand, will sell for US $10,000.  

The idea was to create an incinerator that was simple to use and repair: something that the commercially

available, computer-controlled incinerators were not able to do. As the cooker gets up to speed, it will be

able to burn 60 per cent of the slum’s trash.  

Local youth go house-to-house collecting trash. They get money from the slum residents for this. Rubbish is

then exchanged for cooking time or hot water for washing.  

"The trash has started to help us a bit after the cooker came. There are fewer diseases like diarrhea and

the environment has improved. ... I think burning the rubbish will bring good health to this community," said

Patricia Ndunge, as she fried onions on the cooker.  

And it looks like the community cooker has a future: Kenya’s largest supermarket, Nakumatt, has pledged

to pay for 20 more slum cookers.  

LINKS: 

n Envirofit: A Shell Foundation supported project to produce 300,000 clean, wood-burning stoves for the 

developing world (starting with India, Brazil, Kenya and Uganda). Envirofit will offer a variety of sleek 

ceramic stoves from single to multipot, with and without chimneys, and with colors like apple red, baby 

blue and gold. The cost is to start at $10 to $20 and run to $150 to $200.  

Website: http://www.envirofit.org/   

 

n What Makes an Entrepreneur?  

By Simeon Djankov, Yinqyi Qian, Gerard Roland and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya, Publisher: World Bank.  
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Upcoming Events 

Website: www.doingbusiness.org  

n First-ever do-it-yourself SMS campaign tools for NGOs  

--The guide helps NGOs get started in setting up an SMS campaign and includes a comparison of 

different SMS campaign software.  

Website: mobileactive.org  

n Making Foreign Investment Safe: Property Rights and National Sovereignty  

by Louis T. Wells and Rafiq Ahmed, Publisher: Oxford University Press.  

Website: www.amazon.com  

n Out of Poverty: What Works When Traditional Approaches Fail  

by Paul Polak, Publisher: International Development Enterprises.  

Website: www.amazon.com  

n Creating a World Without Poverty: Social Business and the Future of Capitalism  

by Muhammad Yunus, Publisher: Public Affairs.  

Website: www.amazon.com  

n The New Asian Hemisphere: The Irresistible Shift of Global Power to the East  

by Kishore Mahbubani, Publisher: Public Affairs.  

Website: www.amazon.com  

n Youth Microenterprise and Livelihoods: State of the Field  

--Lessons from the 2007 Global Youth Microenterprise Conference.  

Download: http://www.youthenterpriseconference.org/  

n The Next Billion Consumers: A Road Map for Expanding Financial Inclusion in India  

by The Boston Consulting Group.  

Website: http://www.bcg.com  

n The Power of Unreasonable People: How Social Entrepreneurs Create Markets That Change the 

World  

by John Elkington and Pamela Hartigan, Publisher: Harvard Business School.  

Website: www.amazon.com  

April 

n International Banana Conference 2008  

Mombasa, Kenya (7-11 April 2008)  

--Organized by the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, the conference focuses on banana 

and plantain research across Africa, lessons learned and the way forward. A major objective of the 

conference is to foster international partnerships.  

Email: t.dubois@cgiar.org  

Website: www.banana2008.org  

n Unite for Sight’s 5th Annual International Health Conference  

Yale University, New Haven, USA (12-13 April 2008)  

--The conference will bring together 180 expert speakers in international health and development, 

public health, eye care, medicine, social entrepreneurship, nonprofits, philanthropy, microfinance, 

human rights, anthropology, health policy, advocacy, public service, environmental health, and 

education.  

Website: http://uniteforsight.org  

n Prince of Wales’ Business and the Environment Programme  

Cambridge, UK (15-18 April 2008)  

--The University of Cambridge Program for Industry, Business & the Environment is the premier 

international forum for executive learning and leadership for sustainability. The six annual Senior 

Executives Seminars held around the world aim to help a select group of highly influential decision-

makers understand the challenges and opportunities.  

Website: http://www.cpi.cam.ac.uk  

n The Global Travel and Tourism Summit  

Dubai, UAE (20-22 April 2008)  

--Set in a unique format – The Round - the Summit will engage invited participants in real dialogue on 

issues that affect the industry and the world at large. Invited participants include the Chairs and Chief 

Executives of the Travel & Tourism industry, heads of government, international experts and the global 

media.  

Website: http://www.globaltraveltourism.com/  

n Africa: International Conference on African Culture and Development  

Kumasi, Ghana (21-26 April 2008)  

--The conference is designed to draw attention to the missing link in the futile attempts to develop the 

African continent – culture.  

Website: www.icacd.ccoghana.org  

n Rethinking Poverty: Making Policies Work for Children – Conference and Call for Papers  

New York, USA (21-23 April 2008)  
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--UNICEF and the Graduate Program in International Affairs at the New School will jointly host an 

international conference to review and mobilise the international agenda on ending child poverty and 

reducing disparities.  

Website: www.crin.org  

May 

n International Workshop on HIV/AIDS 2008  

Varadero, Cuba (4-9 May 2008)  

--Organized by the Cuban Society for Immunology and Latin American Association of Immunology, it will 

explore latest experiences in HIV/AIDS.  

Email: tapanes@ipk.sld.cu or Rolando.tapanes@gmail.com  

Website: www.sci.sld.cu  

n First Global Business Conference and Competition for Off-Grid Lighting in Africa  

Accra, Ghana (5-8 May 2008)  

--The World Bank Group and its partners are proud to announce Lighting Africa 2008, the first global 

business conference and development marketplace competition for off-grid lighting in Africa. The 

conference is designed for investors, financiers, private firms, end users, and development agencies to 

showcase and expand business opportunities targeting low income populations in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Website: www.lightingafrica.org   

n Fashion Africa 2008  

Nairobi, Kenya (8-11 May 2008)  

--The exhibition is the place to discover the latest ideas and attract a whole new audience. FASHION 

AFRICA will be the international meeting point for fashion designers / companies to showcase their new 

Fashion and style products, innovations, equipment and concepts from the Fashion Industry.   

Website: www.arabianexposition.com  

n International Conference on ICT for Development, Education and Training  

Accra, Ghana (28-30 May 2008)  

--The 3rd International Conference on ICT for Development, Education and Training is the premier 

gathering place for all experts and stakeholders engaged or interested in ICT-based projects in Africa. 

Website: elearning-africa.com  

June 

n Nollywood Foundation Convention  

Los Angeles, USA (20-22 June 2008)  

--The yearly convention and conference to promote Nollywood. With speakers and workshops.  

Website: http://www.nollywoodfoundation.org/home.php   

July 

n Fifth Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning  

London, UK (13-17 July 2008)  

--Applications are invited for participation in the Forum. It has grown to become one of the world’s 

leading conferences on learning and global development. This year, it will explore how open and 

distance learning can help achieve international development goals and education for all.  

Website: www.pcf5.london.ac.uk  

n Making Markets Work – a Two-Week Training Programme  

Glasgow, UK (13-26 July 2008)  

--This unique programme focuses directly on a key challenge facing governments and development 

agencies: how to make markets function more effectively for business and for poor people? The 

programme builds on the Springfield Centre's successful record in offering training on the market 

development approach to more than 700 people over the last nine years. 

  

The closing date for applications is Wednesday 21st May 2008. However please note that they are 

offering an early registration discount for applications and fees received by Wednesday 9th April 2008. 

Website: www.springfieldcentre.com   

n 2nd General Assembly and Conference of African Council for Distance Education  

Lagos, Nigeria (8-11 July 2008)  

--Sponsored by the African Council for Distance Education and the National Open University of Nigeria.  

Website: nou.du.ng  

August 

n 2nd International Conference: Third Sector Innovation: Sustainability and Social Impact  

Sao Paulo, Brazil (18 August 2008)  

--The focus this year is to continue to raise the profile of the valuable work of social enterprise leaders 

across Latin America, to share best practices and cases of social innovations.  

Email: joao.paulo@gesc.org.br or ashpak@umich.edu  

September 

n TEDAfrica: A gathering of the greatest thinkers and doers from Africa and the world  

Cape Town, South Africa (29 September to 1 October 2008)  

http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=15761
mailto:tapanes@ipk.sld.cu
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http://www.springfieldcentre.com/
http://nou.du.ng/noun.acde2008/index.htm
mailto:joao.paulo@gesc.org.br
mailto:ashpak@umich.edu


 

Training Opportunities 

--What if Africa had no borders? What if her boundaries extended as far as those living in the diaspora, 

or even further? What if you could fly directly from Cape Town to Cairo, Lagos to Luanda, Bujumbura to 

Abuja? Or what if you could drive to every city and every town and every village? What if the Internet 

was a reality for every African? What if you could call the world from atop the Kilimanjaro, or from deep 

in the forests of the Congo?  

Website: tedafrica  

n 2008 Global Youth Enterprise Conference  

Washington DC, USA (15-16 September 2008)  

--Making Cents International is excited to announce the Global Youth Enterprise Conference will take 

place in Washington, DC September 15h-16th, 2008 at the Cafritz Conference Center. Designed as a 

participatory learning event, this conference aims to support youth enterprise and entrepreneurship 

programs and policies achieve greater effectiveness around the world. It will build on the outcomes of 

the first-ever Global Youth Microenterprise Conference , which Making Cents International organized for 

270 practitioners, policymakers, educators, youth, and members of the private sector from 28 countries 

in September, 2007. Making Cents is planning this year for 350 participants to share their promising 

practices, unique approaches, and groundbreaking ideas that help youth develop the necessary skills 

and opportunities to start their own businesses or seek quality employment. We invite you to submit a 

proposal, become a sponsor or exhibitor, and/or register!  

Email: conference@makingcents.com   

Website: www.youthenterpriseconference.org   

November 

n South Africa: The Power of Movements – Announcement and call for proposals  

Cape Town, South Africa (14-17 November 2008)  

--Up to 1,500 women’s rights activists from around the world will gather to debate and strategize 

about how to build a stronger global women’s movement. Proposals are sought for organizing a 

session.  

Website: www.awid.org  

ONGOING 

n Grameen Bank Microcredit Training Programs  

Grameen Info  

 

n System Dynamics-based Development Planning Course  

Bergen, Norway (31 March – 9 May 2008)  

--Millennium Institute’s  s i x-week System Dynamics-based Development Planning Course equips 

participants with the knowledge and skills required to effectively analyze these challenges and 

determine the best approaches to mitigating them. The course is designed for policy advisors, planning 

technicians, advocacy and civil society groups, policy research institutions, private foundations, and 

bilateral development agencies.  

Email: ao@millennium-institute.org  

Website: www.millennium-institute.org/courses  

 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

n Funding - Google.org  

--While SMEs in rich countries represent half of GDP, they are largely absent from the formal economies 

of developing countries. Today, there are trillions of investment dollars chasing returns – and SMEs are 

a potentially high impact, high return investment. However, only a trickle of this capital currently 

reaches SMEs in developing countries. Our goal is to increase this flow.  

 

We want to show that SMEs can be profitable investments. We will do this by focusing on lowering 

transaction costs, deepening capital markets to increase liquidity, and catalyzing capital for investment. 

Website: www.google.org  

 

n Africa Entrepreneurship Platform  

--This ground breaking initiative is created as a forum to showcase innovative ideas and businesses 

from Africa that have the ability to scale internationally driving job creation and sustainable economic 

development between Africa and the Americas.  

Website: www.sacca.biz   

 

n Piramal Foundation in India  

--Has established a US $25,000 prize for ideas that help advance full access to effective public health 

care in India. The Piramal Prize is a $25,000 Social Entrepreneurship Competition focused on 

democratizing health care in India that seeks to encourage and support bold entrepreneurial ideas 

which can profoundly impact access to higher standards of health for India’s rural and marginalized 

urban communities. The award recognizes high-impact, scalable business models and innovative 

solutions that directly or indirectly address India’s health-care crisis.  

http://tedafrica.igroup.co.za/
mailto:conference@makingcents.com
http://www.youthenterpriseconference.org/
http://www.awid.org/forum08/
http://www.grameen-info.org/training/
mailto:ao@millennium-institute.org
http://www.millennium-institute.org/courses
http://www.google.org/
http://www.sacca.biz/
http://www.piramalprize.org/


Website: www.piramalprize.org  

 

n The Pioneers of Prosperity Grant and Award  

--This competition is a partnership between the OTF Group and the John F. Templeton Foundation of 

the United States, and promotes companies in East Africa by identifying local role models that act as 

examples of sustainable businesses in their country/region. It is open to businesses from Kenya, 

Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda.  

 

Five pioneers will receive US $50,000 to re-invest in their business. It is open to for-profit businesses 

that provide high wages to their workers and that operate in sustainable ways.  

Website: Pioneers of Prosperity  

 

n African Writers Fund  

--Together with the Ford Foundation, the Fund supports the work of independent creative writers living 

on the continent. The Fund recognizes the vital role that poets and novelists play in Africa by 

anticipating and reflecting the cultural, economic and political forces that continuously shape and 

reshape societies.  

Website: http://www.trustafrica.org  

 

n Joint NAM S&T Centre - ICCS Fellowship Programme  

--Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries (NAM S&T 

Centre) and International Center for Chemical Sciences (ICCS), (H.E.J. Research Institute of Chemistry 

and Dr. Panjwani Center for Molecular Medicine and Drug Research), University of Karachi, Karachi, 

Pakistan  

Email:      namstct@vsnl.com;  

                namstct@bol.net.in;  

                apknam@gmail.com;  

Website: http://www.namstct.org/  

 

n Oxford Said Business School Youth Business Development Competition  

--Open to youth between 16 and 21 across the world, the competition is run by students at Oxford 

University to promote social enterprise. A prize fund of £2,000 in seed capital is up for grabs. It calls 

itself the ‘world’s first global youth development competition’.  

Click here for more information  

 

n US$250,000 for Best Lab Design  

--AMD and Architecture for Humanity have announced a prize of $250 000 for the best design for a 

computer lab that can be adapted and implemented in third-world countries. 

The Open Architecture Prize is the largest prize in the field of architecture and is designed to be a multi-

year program that will draw competition from design teams around the world.  

Website: http://www.openarchitecturenetwork.org/  

 

n PhD Plant Breeding Scholarships at the University of Ghana  

The University of Ghana has been awarded a project support grant by the Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa (a joint venture between the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Rockefeller 

Foundation, for the establishment of a West African Centre for Crop Improvement (WACCI). This is 

available to scientists working at NARIs, universities and international centres in West Africa. Women 

scientists are especially encouraged to apply for a fellowship under this programme.  

Website: http://www.acci.org.za  

 

n Genesis: India’s Premier Social Entrepreneurship Competition  

--A social entrepreneurship competition aiming to bring together social entrepreneurs, students, NGOs, 

innovators, incubators, corporations and financiers and encourage them to come up with innovative 

ideas which are socially relevant and feasible.  

Website: http://genesis.iitm.ac.in/  

 

n Echoing Green: Social Entrepreneurs Fund  

--They are looking for social entrepreneurs developing new solutions to social problems. They are 

accepting applications for their 2008 fellowships (two-year funding of up to US $90,000 for 20 

entrepreneurs.  

Website: http://www.echoinggreen.org/  

 

n 2008 Sustainable Banking Awards  

--The Financial Times, in partnership with IFC, the private sector arm of the World Bank Group, today 

launched the 2008 edition of the FT Sustainable Banking Awards, the leading awards for triple bottom 

line banking.  

 

Two new categories - Banking at the Bottom of the Pyramid, and Sustainable Investor of the Year - 

have been added to the ground-breaking programme.  

 

The awards, now in their third year, were created by the FT and IFC to recognise banks that have 

http://www.piramalprize.org/
http://pioneersofprosperity.org/index.php
http://www.trustafrica.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=91&Itemid=90&lang=en
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Job Opportunities 

 

shown leadership and innovation in integrating social, environmental and corporate governance 

objectives into their operations.  

Website: http://www.ifc.org  

 

n Challenge InnoCentive  

--A challenge to the world’s inventors to find solutions to real scientific and technological problems 

affecting the poor and vulnerable.  

Website: http://www.innocentive.com/  

You can read more about the challenges here: http://www.rockfound.org  

 

n Global Social Benefit Incubator: A US $20,000 Bottom of the Pyramid Scholarship  

--Offered by Santa Clara University’s Global Social Benefit Incubator, it selects 15 to 20 enterprises from 

developing countries and provides an eight-month mentoring process. This ends with a 10-day process 

in Santa Clara, where entrepreneurs work with their mentors.  

Website: www.socialedge.org  

 

n Africa Recruit Job Compendium  

n Africa Union  

n CARE  

n Christian Children’s Fund  

n ECOWAS 

n International Crisis Group  

n International Medical Corps  

n International Rescue Committee  

n Internews  

n IREX  

n Organization for International Migration  

n Oxfam  

n Relief Web Job Compendium (UN OCHA) (1)  

n Relief Web Job Compendium (UN OCHA) (2)  

n Save the Children  

n The Development Executive Group job 

compendium  

n Trust Africa  

n UN Jobs  

n UNDP 

n UNESCO  

n UNICEF  

n World Bank  

n World Wildlife Fund (Cameroon)  

Please feel free to send your comments, feedback and/or suggestions to Cosmas Gitta  

[cosmas.gitta@undp.org] Chief, Division for Policy, Special Unit for South-South Cooperation 
let
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